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WHEN THE FARMER WILL BE

BT C. WOOD DAVIS.

1 r that the absence of

m i "Z? prosperity among farm
ers is largely due to ex

jj X :. ors:j?.ixft cessive proluction

:SSiSfi?Pnearly all farm prod-
ucts. Such being the
cause of the difficulties

Etir?si5 that beset the farmer,
iit is desirable to ascer
tain whether the con- -

XXXditions essential to
prosperity can be re- -

nnvr.f"- -i rfi'jrj.siAJitru. triuuci uj
IT VN Xr7BZiae'WJfu1 ' ...,l'njl,L''IifaiKiV ernment intervention
or by the operation of natural laws.

Doubtless a measure of relief would be
had were a stop put to the dealing in op-

tions for farm products, were the rates for
transportation always just and reasonable,
and were all combinations deprived of any
control over the prices of cattle and other
farm products; but, it being doubtful if
any amelioration can be hoped for in these
directions, the needed relief must be found
in the operation of such natural agencies
as will bring about a readjustment be
tween population and production.

That time will readjust the disturbed
relations between production and con-

sumption, is as certain as that population
' will continue to increase; and to show that

Mich equilibration may confidently be re-

lied upon, it will be necessary to proceed
upon the that the. farmer can
hope for prosperity only when domestic
consumption shall absorb nearly all his
products: but in order to show how and
when this will be brought about, it must-firs- t

be known how much present produc-
tion is in excess of home requirements.

Assuming the population to be now &V
C0O,OrK), with an area in cereals producing.
average crops and current consumption 15
percent greater, per capita, than in the
live years ending in lb74, present supplies
nre in excess of the population as follows:
Corn for5,n00,'CX) people, wheat for 14,000,-00-

cattle for 6,000,000, and swine for
Should population continue to in-

crease as heretofore, and production not
increase more than seems probable, home
requirements will absorb all food
products before the end of this
century. That there will be some
increase in food products is probable; but
we can estimate the extent of such increase
from data showing the area available for
production, and a knowledge of the rate, of
increase and distribution of the areas here-
tofore employed will aid in forecasting the
future course and extent of production.

During the last Jive years population has
increased 13.7 per cent, the area in corn
12 that in oats 29, cattle 20, and swine
14, with a decrease of 3 per cent in the
wheat area. Seven-tenth- s of such increase
in the corn area occurred in the first two
years, indicating that the expansion in
corn growing js nearing its end. That
such is the case will be seen when an in-
quiry is made into the present sources of
upply, and we compare the present rate

of Increase and distribution of areas with
ihose obtaining in preceding periods as set
forth in the following table:
TABLE SHOWING THE ACREAGE OF CORX

AXD ITS GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION IX
THE TEARS 1874, 1ST!), 18S4 AT 1SS9:
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The preceding exhibit shows that corn
growing is apparently approaching its
limit, and that contraction in area is not
improbable, the increase in acreage having
ceased in the coast region, extending from
A'aine to Maryland, and in tne lake group,

hich includes such states as Ohio, Indi-
ana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin and
Minnesota.

In the states of the Missouri valley-Io- wa.

Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska and the
Dakotas the area in corn nearly doubled
in the five years ending in 1S79, and the re-
duction in the rate of increase shows that
t he quantity of new land being devoted to
t his crop is less than formerly. This is the
tccne of the excessive expansion in corn
growing which flooded tho markets, de-
pressing prices to the present unprece-
dented level; yet in this district the corn
acreage has nearly reached its limit, settle-
ment having passed the corn area and par-
tially overrun the arid plains where corn
culture is impracticable, except upon such
limited areas as can be irrigated. The
process of comerting corn fields into dairy
farms, orchards, and meadows is here in
amve operation, and we may conclude
that the corn fields of this district will not
in this century, if ever, exceed SO.000,000

ac res.
outh of the Potomac and Ohio, corn

growing made great strides from 1S74 to
isTO, but advanced much less rapidly from
1V.9 to 1SS6. Since lSSO there has been but
small increase. In Arkansas and Texas
tli? increase has been bettersustainedthan
W where, and shows le--s signs of an early
halt, although there is an encouraging
slackening in the rate. A moderate in-

crease may be looked for in these states.
The acreage employed in corn growinc

in the vast regions extending from the
litid meridian to the Pacific does not equal
thct of the corn fields of two counties in
Kansas: and this entire area, being but
poorly adapted to the production of this
staple, will ever remain an unimportant
factor in determining the extent of the
s ipply.

From this survey of the sources of supply
it appears that any material increase of the
corn acreage must Ik? looked for in the
sr ites of the Missouri valley, in Arkansas
and Texas, and in that portion of the
Indian Territory lying east of the 9Sth
meridian, the latter being the only lody of
land adapUid to this product yet to be oc-

cupied. Qi these lands, by far the best are
likely to remain in the possession, of the
Indians, and those Tamiiiar with Indian
farming will look for but little uddition to

the supply from lands so occupied. Nor
are the blacks now migrating to the Indian
Territory likely to increase the surplus,
as much of their labor will doubtless be
employed in cotton growing, to which soil
and climate are adapted. It is safe to say
that the Indian Territory will not for
years produce any considerable surplus,
but will, by the end of the
century, have two or three,
million acres employed in growing corn,
which will no more than compensate for
losses in area east of the Mississippi.

The tendency of the present very low
price will be to contract the area in corn
wherever the land can be otherwise em-
ployed at the south, for instance, in the
production of cotton and some expansion
of the wheat fields may result from a de
crease in the com area in northern lo-

calities.
This review of the area of corn produc-

tion leads to the conclusion that the acre-
age devoted to this staple will not exceed
83,000,000, until such time as far higher
prices shall render profitable the cultiva-
tion of soils at very low fertility; and it is
not likely to exceed 80,000,000 acres within
five years. Careful computation of the
extent of the exporation of animals and
animal products, now and fifteen years
since, shows the increase in such exports
to be equal to an addition of one bushel of
corn per capita; and what with the in-
creased exportation of corn in this form,
and its larger employment in the manu-
facture of various forms of glucose and as
a substitute for Canadian and home-grow- n

barley, a moderate estimate would put the
per capita requirements at lease 15 per
cent, above the amount consumed prior to
lS7.-

-.

Wiih consumption at the rate of 28
bushels per capita, an average yield from
83.000,000 acres would supply a population
of 74,000,000, which we may expect to see
as soon as the year 1S95.

TABLE SHOWING ACREAGE OF WIIEAT AND

ITS GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION IN THE

YEARS 1875, 1SS0, lS8i AND 18S9:
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The table covers the period of greatest
expansion in wheat culture, and shows the
distribution of acreage now, at the com-
mencement of that period, and at its cli-

max in 18S4, when acreago and aggregate
product were at the highest point ever

wUli nnrmlntirm nliniit-- O S(Y fWl

less than now. Although the table tells
the story of the westward movement of
wheat growing, and shows that it has
reached and passed its limit, an analysis of
gains and lo.-e- s will enable us to estimate
the future course and extent of produc-
tion.

In the North Atlantic group the increase
in acreage was constant until 18S0, there-
after giving place to a material diminu-
tion. The additions to the acreage in the
lake states was very great up to 1SS0, when ,

rapid decrease negan, tne Joss now
amounting to 2,599, 79S acres. In the states
of the Missouri valley, exclusive of the
Dakotas, the enlargement of the area was
very great up to 1SS1, when a sharp corner
was turned, the wheat fields of this dis-- t
rict having since shrunken 3,038,200 acres.

The southern states, including Arkansas
and Texas, show a moderate increase from
1S75 to 18S4, but a loss of 5,SS0,99S acres in
the last five years, now employed in cotton
fields.

There occurred a rapid increase in the
wheat area of the three Pacific states prior
to 1SS4, since which time the increase has
been less than one per cent; and an im-

mense forest growth, covering the best
soils of Oregon and Washington, will pre-

clude any rapid increase in those states.
During the ninth decade the Dakotas wit
nessed the most rapid conversion of wild
lands into wheat fields that the world has
nrr . fitifl fltocn finlfl. Tmi- - fnrnicli u

1 , , , , , , " ,
large part oi tne exiioriauie surplus, anu j

tend to keep prices near the starvation
point. The Dakotas and the mountain
and Pacific regions include the only areas
where the wheat acreage does not show a
diminution; and in these districts the gain
is not likely to equal t he losses elsewhere,
as the wheat fields have already invaded
the arid regions where the crop failure is
the rule. Indeed, competent authorities
declare that profitable wheat culture is
impossible withotit irrigation in the Da-

kotas, or in the British possessions be-

tween the 100th meridian and the western
slopes of the Cascade Mountains.

Notwithstanding the great additions
to the areas in the Dakotas, the
wheat fields of 1889 covered 1.352.020

acres less than did those of 1SS4. aud were
but 137,142 acres greater than those of nine
years before. As there are no more Dako-
tas to be exploited, wheat-growin- g has evi-

dently reached and passed its limit, and
exportation will grow less and les until
domestic requirements shall absorb our en-

tire product of this cereal. That such will
soon be the case follows from the complete
occupation of the winter-whe- area, where
other crops are constantly encroaching
upon wheat fields, s in the spring-whe-

regions east of the Dakotas; and even there
the fields longest cropped show clear signs
of exhaustion, and must soon be recuper-
ated by a system of rotation that will pre-

vent any material addition to the wheat
supply.

Speculators in Canadian lands and polit-
ics have reiterated the wildest statements
about an area unlimited in extent and fer-

tility, and capable of supplying tho world
with wheat, lying fallow just north of the
national boundary. It is now well estab-
lished that the area where profitable wheat
culture is possible, in Manitoba and the
Assimboin region, is included in a tract
less than 300 miles from east to west and
extending north less than 100 miles. This
Canadian wheat region has been settled
many years, yet the product is still very
limited, as is shown in the following ex-
tract from the Montreal "Star"' of Janu-
ary 9, ISM:

"W. W. Ogilvie is on his way back from
Manitoba and the Northwest, after having
purchased practically all the western Ca-
nadian wheat crop. The securing of the
crop by the Ogilvie Milling Company was

not such a big job as might be thought.
It took but $1,500,000 to Avork

the deal, which was for cash."
There is, unquestionably, a fine wheat

region north of the state of "Washington,
but many years must be occupied in re-
moving great forest growths before much
wheat can be produced. When our popu-
lation is such as to require more wheat,
limited additions to the area can be made
by subjecting to cultivation so much of
plain and mountain as is susceptible of irri-
gation; but increase from such irrigated
lands will be slow, even if the national
government unwisely commits itself to
costly irrigation schemes.

We need not wait, however, till complete
equilibration of production and domestic
consumption for a return of fair prices, as
Great Britain alone requires 150,1)00,000
bushels of wheat annually, to supplement
a home product steadily diminishing while
the requirements as steadily augment.
But a few years since it was widely pre-
dicted that the unlimited capacity of India
to produce cheap wheat would deprive us
of a market for our surplus, but these pre-
dictions have failed as completely as the
assurances' that India would furnish the
world with all the cotton required. Neither
the area nor the product, nor the average
annual shipment of Indian wheat has in-
creased during the last six years an out-
come entirely consonant with the charac-
ter of a people whose modes of husbandry
and Whose intelligence bear the impress of
many centuries of mental torpor. In Aus-
tralia there has been no increase of the ex-
portable surplus of wheat since 18S3; and
it will be many years before the Argentine
Republic can send abroad a large volume
of this cereal, the estimates of thelSOO sur-
plus (for export) in that country ranging
from 3,000,000 to 7,000,000 bushels, and the
entire product in 18S9 being but 11,350,-00- 0

bushels.
With constantly augmenting population,

Great Britain and western Europe will
soon require much more wheat than the
exporting countries will furnish while pri-
ces remain near their present level. Mean-
time, our requirements increasing annually
at the rate of 10,000,000 bushels, and our de-

mand being made against a constantly di-

minishing supply, prices will tend to rise
rapidly at home and abroad. That our sup-
plies of wheat will steadily diminish, is
clearly indicated by the constant decrease
of acreage in all districts other than those
of the Dakotas, mountain areas and Pacific
states, such diminution during the last five
years being at the rate of 13.1 per cent.,and
amounting to 4,314,231 acres, which is 1,352,-02- 0

acres more than the increase in the
same period, in the Dakotas, and in the
mountains and Pacific regions. The ques-
tion arises: Will contraction of the wheat
area in the older districts continue at this
rate, and how much of the loss thus sus-
tained will be off&et by the increase in the
Dakotas and in the mountains and Pacific
districts? Much light is thrown on
this subject by the following table,
showing the area in all staple crops, and,
separately, the acreage in corn, wheat, oats,
and hay in Ohio, Michigan, Illinois and
Wisconsin in the years 1880, 1SS4, and 1887:

Year. Acres Acres Acres Acres
5s o of of of of

Com. Wheat. Ojts.. Hay.

.RH?.ntn33s.ww; :im,Tf74r,05S,02Si 5,876,675
inm.' 46,W4,7,T3 16.000,512 11,429,717 8,531.317 9.641,ti2;J
1SS 10,(S7,9J7 7,U3,Sso U ,519,351

4,637.427 2.S73.S50! 5,&43,on

Dccre'se 2,7.o,000;

n.n 'K.0

Increase.
Decreae.
This exhibit shows that in seven years

2,755,090 acres of the corn fields and 2290,-24- 0

acres of the wheat fields of the states
named WQrQ convertcd into meadows
were 592,005 acres of the new land brought
into cultivation, the remainder of the new
land, amounting to 4,095,302 acres, being
employed in the production of rye, oats,
barley, buckwheat, potatoes and tobacco.
Like conversions of old fields and employ-
ment of new ones are continuously occur-
ring in all districts, outside of the Dakotas
and the mountain and Pacific areas, and
must greatly reduce the production of
wheat; and such action is likely to be
greatly intensified, as the quantity of new
land being brought under cultivation is
rapidly diminishing, as will be shown
further on.

The following table shows the number
and geographical distribution of cattle in
the years 1SS0, 1885 and 1SS9:

No. cattle No. cattlcNo, cattle
Groups of Statci Jan. .Ian. .Ian.

Is30. iss--.- 1&9.

North Atlantic 5,SW,(XV) 6.276.0SS 571.4.13
Lake..-- . 7.070.M0 S...79.IP4 S.912,176
Mii-ou- n Valley... fi.tR).70) SJM.tUs
soutuerri s,sw,aio 7.114,770 7.:),iteS
Ark., Tex. and I,T. fi,mio.-- 9.;R.2II
Mountain areas 1.2OO.0OII 4,3.50.78:. 6..tV,S77
Pacific coft&t 1.M6.SU0 1.772,1.0 2,t,y.)6

Totals . 33.5SS.000 iS.771,'J55 S0,931.0S2

Per ct of increa'o

Includes cattle in the Indian Territory
ported by tho Department of Agriculture.

This table shows that the supply of cat-
tle increased 30.1 per cent from 1SS0 to 1SS5,
and 16.4 from January, 1SS5, to January.
1SS9; when 12.5 per cent of the whole num-
ber was to be found in the seaboard states
north of the Potomac: 17.5 in the lake
group; 20.0 in the Missouri valley; 14.4

south of the Potomac and Ohio: 18.4 in the
southwest: while the mountain areas con-

tributed 12.5 per cent, aud the Pacific
coast states brought up the rear with 4.1
percent.

That cattle are too cheap and the num-
bers greatly in excess of requirements, is
incontrovertible, and it is equally true
that the increase has. of late years, been
almost wholly in the Missouri valley and
the range regions, 'where cattle subsist,
winter and summer, upon the untaxed
grass of the public domain. It is the cat-

tle from these free pastures and the new
farms of the Missouri valley that have so
overstocked the market and depressed
prices.

Much can be found in the table to indi-
cate' that the increase has become very
slow, if it has not virtually ceased, es-

pecially in the'Atlantic. lake and southern
groups, and this becomes the more appar-
ent when it is known that of the increase
shown in these three districts, amounting
to 641,677 animals, no less than 542,CSX)were

cows kept for dairy purposes. In Iowa,
Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska the in-

crease in all grades of cattle, from 1&5 to
1SS9, was 546.4S3, of which 421.30S were
milch cows; nd the net increase since 1SS0,
is but 119.750. Practically the only in-
crease, since 1SS5, in cattle than such as
are kept for dairy purposes, has been in
the range country; there the increase has
been great, and statistics fail to show that
it hai"eased.

Throughout the greater pan of the
range countrv. the valleys are be1 oc
cupied by farmers, thus forcing the cattle
men and their herds away from the water j

and compelling removal to other pastures.
This crowding-ou- t process has been going
on for years, and has greatly restricted the
available pasturage. Moreover, many
ranges have been so overstocked as to
destroy the grass, which has been replaced
by a worthless growth of weeds.

The severe storms of the winter of 1SS5-S-7

were disastrous to the herds on
the northern ranges, destroying great num-
bers of cows and younger animals: and
such losses will now be felt in
a diminishing supply of steers from those
districts. Financial distress among own-
ers of range cattle has been extreme,
forcing the marketing of everv possible
animal, old or young, male or female; and
this has greatly reduced the rate of in-
crease in such herds. Indeed, many entire
herds have been shipped to market as fast
as transportation could be had. This is
especially true of the cattle held in the
Indian territory. Such excessive market-
ing has made the supply appear even more
more abundant than it is.

Duying the last four years, cattle in-

creased 16.4 per cent, an average of 4.1 per
cent per annum; but most of this increase
was in the first two years of the four, the
rate of increase in the lost two years being
but 2.4 per cent per anuam. Here we see,
for the first time in many years, a lower
rate of increase than is shown by popula-
tion. Of the late increase of cattle, an un-

usual proportion are milch cows.
Swine being, in large measure, the pro-

duct of the corn field, and capable of being
increased at will, do not call for separate
treatment; nor does the oat crop, which is
used almost wholly as animal food and
can very largely be replaced by corn.

Possessing, as Ave do, a virtual monopoly
of the world's supply of cotton, the de-

mand, at fair prices, has been sufficient to
absorb the entire product; and the demand
being likely to increase more rapidly than
the supply, in consequence of the near
exhaustion of the arable areas, it is not
probable that the American cotton grower
will have to contend with a troublesome
surplus until the remote day when equa-
torial Africa shall enter the markets with
abundant supplies. It is impracticable,
however, to determine from the conditions
accompanying the production and market-
ing of a portion of tho staple farm Crops,
when or how the desired prosperity will
come to the farmer; but we can doubtless
do so when we review, as a whole, the
field wherein the great agricultural staples
are grown.

Existing data show that to supply home
requirements and export the same propor-
tions of tobbacco, cotton, and animal
products as now, there.should be for each
unit of population 1.15 acres of corn, 0.47
of an acre of wheat, and 1.53 acres in other
staple crops a total of 3.15 acres per
capita. This is exclusive of such lands as
may be devoted to minor products or em-

ployed in pasturing animals, the estimate
being only of such lands as are necessary
to produce the requisite amount of cereals,
potatoes, hay, tobacco, and cotton. The
following table shows how much in excess
of such normal requirements tho acreage
has been in recent periods:
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This table shows how very rapid was the

increase in cultivated acres, especially in
the three earlier periods, when population
was much less than now. If the present
increase in acreage were in the same ratio
to population as in the five years prior to
1S80, the annual additions to the area
under the plow would exceed 12,000,000
acres. It also shows a very rapid increase
in the per capita requirements for staples
other than corn and wheat.

Upon the assumption that the require-
ments are now such as to employ 3.13
acres per capita to produce the cereals,
potatoes, hay. tobacco, and cotton con-
sumed at home, and the tobacco, cotton
and animal products exported, the preced-
ing table shows that the troubles of the
farmer may be attributed to the bringing
of too many acres into cultivation in the
fourteen years ending in 184; and that the
process of readjusting the disturbed rela-
tions between production and consump-
tion has been in operation several years, as
is clear from the rapidly diminishing
quantity of new land being employed in
the production of staple crops.

During the fourteen years prior to 1SS5,

the increase in cultivated area was so
great that, after assigning the required
3.13 acres to each unit of population there
remained a snrnlus of 20,24S,000 acres.
which was employed in growing products
to glut home and foreign markets

Fortunately the arable lands t' e occu-
pied had become so very limited that the
additions to the area in cultivation, during
the next fourjears.were reduced to a year-
ly average of 2,9?0.620 acres, as against

in the ten preceding years, the re-

sult being to diminish the acreage in ex-
cess of home needs from 20,24S,000 acres to
12,S8S,000 at the end of 1SSS; and a decrease,
rather t ban an increase, of such additions
of new land being probable, it is .entirely
safe to estimate that such additions will
not. from ISSSto ISiH.exceed a yeatly aver-
age of 3,000,000 acres, while population will
angment at a rate of not less than 2.7 per
per cent per annum. Thi will, at the
end of lSi. leave but three acres per
capita to furnish so much of the agricul-
tural staples as we may then use or export.

No doubt the average American coakl
subsist upon the product of less than three
acres, as he did prior to 14: but it is very
certain that he does not. nor will he until
prices are much higher, neither is it proba-
ble that the average yield jt acre of the
staple crops will increase until a drtkneni
supply sbtill necessitate improved modes
of culture. Should the American people
continue to require the produce of 3.15
acres each, that will, after 1j33, necessitate 1

yearly additions of G,(MJ,ftw acres the
axwi employed in srowiajf staple crops, as

well as great quantities of the land to
furnish the additional dairy, orchard, and
minor products required by the growing
population.

Where can be found available arable
lands, of even moderate fertility, to meet
these requirements? It
seems wholly improbable that there can
be any such future increase of cultivated
area, when we remember how thoroughly
the arable soils are occupied, and that for
years the annual additions have been less
than three millions acres. If the computa-
tion of the area required per capita be cor-
rect, and if the department of agriculture
has not underestimated the area employed
in growing the staple crops, domestic con
sumption will absorb the entire product
of cereals, potatoes, and hay within five
years from January, 1S90, and thereafter
agricultural exports will consist almost
wholly of tobacco, cotton, and animal
products, the volume of which will shrink
as constantly, if not in the same degree, as
home consumption increases. An equali-
zation of the supply of the various staples
will readily follow from the application of
corn and wheat; fields to the growth of
such products as may, from time to time,
be in most urgent demand. Meantime
prices will steadily advance.

To moat people it would probably appear
absurb to suggest that well within ten
years it may be found necessary to im-
port large quantities of wheat to feed the

population; but such will
be the logical sequence of the necessity of
employing wheat fields in the growth of
staples, and of the exhaustion of the mate-
rial from which farms are developed.

Assuming the substantial correctness
of the estimates of area by the depart-
ment of agriculture, and that home re-
quirements will be such as to employ 3.15
acres per capita, the answer to the ques-
tion, When will the farmer be prosperous?
resolves itself into a calculation as simple
as the following:

Acres. Acres
January, 1S91, a population

of 72,0U0,AH wlllrequlre In
staple crops an arwi of. .. 22C,SO0,OOO

Acreasonow emolojeU In
mov. inn such crops. , .. 211,000,000

Adilditlous to be made to
such aiea In four i ears... 12.000,00) 223,000.000

Acreage detlclt, January. 1&U 3,SH,0n0

This deficit should be sufficient to neu-
tralize any possible underestimate of the
area now in cultivation.

Does not the evidence adduced show that
before this decade is half spent, all.the
products of the farm will be required at
good prices, that lands will appreciate
greatly in value, and that the American
farmer will enter upon an era of pros-
perity, the unlimited continuance of which
is assured by the exhaustion of the arable
areas?

CLOSED ITS DOPES.

The Bank of America of Philadelphia Sus-

pends Payment.

Philadelphia, Pa., April 30. The Bank
of America of this city w;is forced to close
its doors this afternoon and the officers
posted a notice at the entrance in the hall-
way of the building at Fourth and Chest-
nut streets, which simply announced:
"This bank has temporarily suspended."
The news of the suspension did not oc-

casion very much surprise, as the develop-
ments of the past three days had led many
people. to believe that stability
of the Bank of America was only a
ouestion of a few hours. The branch
offices in different parts of the city were
stiiic up simutaneously witn tne closing oi the Fourth of July vetoing pension irllls
the main house at Fourth and Chestnut ' nor go fishing on Decoration day. They
streets. There are twelve of these branch had made promises to the soldier and
houses scattered over tho outlying dis- - thoe promises they intended to keep, not-trict- s.

Deposits are said to amount to withstanding Democratic opposition,
about 700,000. The bank is closely allied Mr. Turner, of Kansas, said that justice,
to the Insurance Company of America and humanity and gratitude demand a service
several other financial institutions of this pension.
city and today's suspension is due to I On motion of Mr. Chendle, of Indiann,
rumors which were set afloat on Saturday i an amendment (airreed to in caucus) was
affecting the credit of President 'McFar- -

land, of the insurance company.

THE GRAIN TRADE SURPRISED.
Kansas City, Mo., April 30. The local

grain trade was surprised this afternoon
b3" the reception of a circular issued to
"grain dealers and shippers" from the of-

fice Fred C. Maegly, agent of the Western
Freight association, stating that arrange-
ments had been completed "whereby after
April .'30 the local agents of the several
lines leading east word and southward from
the Missouri river will continue to per-
form what has heretofore been done in
this office," that is, in regard to grain en-

titled to transit privileges. Mr. Maegly
refused to state why such a course hail
been decided upon.

FEDERAL IRRIGATION COMMISSION.
Hrr.OX,S. D., April 30. The United

States irrigation commission was busy
yesterday planning for its work" in thfs
field. Numerous invitations have been re-
ceived to visit other cities than those in-

cluded in their route. Colonel Nettleton
Iwlieves there will be no change in the
chosen program, as the time is limited and
he desires to accomplish everything pro-
posed before returning to Washington.
When the working force to cover South
Tlnl.-nf.- 'i i nr!Bni7wl. ("Wlnni'l "Vft.t.letMi
nnrl PrnVnr Tlnv veith R)pnnpranli.T
Greenwell will go to North Dakota. The
encineers and experts will be put to work j

bv Colonel Nettleton as assistance is need
ed. The party will probably reach Denver
about the middle ot May and lrom there
they will go southwest early in June. It
expected that Secretary Rusk will person-
ally visit many points in the arid region
while the investigation is in progresK
The action of congress. however,
will be based almost wholly upon
the recommendations of Colonel
Nettleton and Profesor Hay, in
who--e jndgment the department has
implicit faith. All field work will begin
at once. Field agents are required to sub-
mit their reports' to the departments be-
tween the 10th and lith of June, and all
geological reports must be submitted by
the 25th of the same month. The full re-
port of the commission must be completed
July 1, therefore no time will be lo--t in
siifht seeinsr. The work will be unshed
with all haste possible, and at the same
time insure thoroughness. The investiga-
tion is confined strictly to the artesian
water supply.

SUFFERING FROM LEPROSY.
"Boston, Mass., April ). It he. jNist

been learned that a Swedish woman.
whose husband ami children reside in
Wahlan, was taken from the steamer Caph-aloni- a,

on her inward trip, at qaaraatiae
Monday suffering, the doctors think who
have examined her, of leprosy. The cae
is to be reported to the comtaiasiooers to-
day, and it is likely the Cunard compaar
wm be required to take the woman back
to Europe.

KEYSTONE WATCH COMPANY FAIL-
URE.

Philadelphia. Pa- - April 8J At leat
I3GO.G0O will be left by the collaptx: of the
Kevstooe Watch Club company ami

jewelers of ibis city, aad the
Keystone StAndard Watchmaking com-
pany, of I.aaca.er. Pa. Tha concent
failed a aort time po od it is likely that
before the affairs are airjitsted that the
courts will ha called up to eoiapol thee
interetl to explain many tnin$; tsthe
stockboklers.

MRS. RUTZAHN-- S EXAMINATION.
LHAncrwowTH. K-- . April Ml TWi-ac-o&- d

examination otMr Rmutimkm vm to-
day indefinitely padfamtd. Tto thtc tar
tA9tsamtnan wu net ms natti in
arrest of he mBrdercrfeenetie!. i

FOR DEPENDENTS.

THE MORRILL BILL PASSED BY

THE HOUSE. .

The 3Ieasure Goes Through as a Sub-

stitute for the Senate De

pendent Bill.

An Effort to Secure a Per Diem Bill De-

feated by a Two to Ono

Vote,

Provisions of the Pill as Passed The Sen-

ate Continues Consideration of the Cus-

toms Administrative Bill A Good

Shovr for a Pree Coinage Bill

Items Prom tha

Capital

Washington, April 30. After the read-
ing of the journal the house proceeded to
vote upon the passage of the bill for the
classiheation of worsted clothing and
woolen clothes.

The bill was passed yeas 13S, nays 0,
the speaker count ing a quorum. The text
of the bill is as follows: That the secre-
tary of the treasury be, aud he is hereby
authorized anil directed, to classify as
woolen clothes all imports of
wosted cloth whether known under the
mime of wosted cloth or diagonals or other-
wise.

Mr. McKinley, of Ohio, from the com-
mittee on rules, reported a provision pro-
viding for the immediate consideration of
the senate dependent pension bill to which
the Morrill service jeusiou bill may be
ordered as a substitute, tlieprevious ques-
tion to bo considered,as ordered at 4 o'clock.

After a lively debate the resolution was
adopted and Mr. Morrill took the floor in
favor of the bill.

This act of justice, he said, had been too
long po.stj.Kmed. If the government were
to grant a service pension, it should grant
it without delay. The total number of
persons put upon tho pension roll under
the provisions of the bill were estimated at
440,000, at an annual cost of S,G29.PO0.
The object of the bill was to render aid to
even- - soldier over 02 years of age, to every
disabled soldier without regard to age, and
to widows of deceased soldiers who needed
assistance. Though the government had
not been niggardly to the old sol-

diers it had not been extravagant.
His old comrades wore as loyal and true
today as when they left their homes and
firesides and went to battle for their coun-tr- j

; and those who wero successful and
surrounded by the comforts of life and
health would forego any claim against the
government until their unfortunate com-

rades were kindly aired for.
Mr. Yoder, of Ohio, spoko in favor of tho

per diem pension bill, asked for by the
Union "Veterans association, the G. A. K.
and the Kansas and Indiana Service Pen-
sion association.

Mr. Tarsney, of Missouri, opposed the
bill. It ought not to go iuto history, he
said, under tho appellation of the Morrill
bill, but under the appellation of tho
"immoral" bill.

Mr. Perkins, of Kansas, said that at the
last election the Itenublfcan&had promised
that if they were successful the man they
honored by their votes would not spend

adopted to the Morrill bill reducing the
age limitation from 02 to 00 years of age.

The Morrill bill was agreed to as a sub-
stitute forthe senate bill- - yeas 1S8, nayi71

Mr. Yoder moved to recommit the bill
with instructions to the committee on in-

valid pensions to report back a per diem
hill.

! The motion to recommit was lost veas
4S nays 101. The senate bill as nmend--
by the substitute was then passed yean
170, navs70. Loud applause.)

The bill authorizes the secretary of the
interior to place on the pension roll the
name of any officer or enlisted man ofX)
years of age or over or who shall hereafter
reach that ay who served ninety days or
more in the army, navy or marine corn of
the United States during the war of the
rebellion aud Khali have received an hon-
orable discharge therefrom, said pniori
to commence from the date of the applica-
tion therefor aud to continue during the
term of life of said officer or enlwted
man at the rate of $6 a month.
All peiMms who serrwl ninety day or more
in the military or naval service of the
United States during the lat war of the
rebellion and who have been honorably
discharged therefrom and who are now or
mny hereafter be .ufferlne from mental or
physical disability equivalent to the grao
now established in the pension office for
the ratinir of pr month, upon due proof
Of the fact, according to RUCh rules and
regulations is the secrtstary ot th Interior
niay provide, shall be placed on the lift of
llj.4ll.i4 iriinjiiia vl vim; v.u. w,sw. r.
the rate of $8 per month. It also provides
for a pension to the widow of any $c4dier
when she shall arrive at the age of 00

s or when she shall be without other
means oi support, iiibh hit uauj iawr.

The house then adjourned.

IN t"nE SENATE.
Washington, April 30. Mr. Dolpfa,

from the committee on foreign relation,
reported a concurrent resolution reqaeMt-ius- j

the president to negotiate with the
governments of Great Britian and Mexico
with a view of necttring emity stipulation
for the prevention ot the entry into tfve
United State of Cbingse from Canada
and he asked for its Immediate considera-
tion.

Mr. Ingalls Let tr go over and ht
pnniett.

The concurrent report went over till to-
morrow and the senate resumed eenaM-eratio- n

of the euMonn adxniabtra&frtt bill.
After some difccaioa the WU wn laid

over withotit action.
Mr. Phut offered a relation, whirs

was acre! to. for a oorrocilea ot the Okla-
homa bill by sucwtiutOBg tne wool "eaH"
for the word "west-- "

After a brief execntirs sefetioc the sen-
ate adjourned.

PATENTS GRANTED.
WvsifiSGTo, April OTThe foUowiag

resident of Kasa were grants! patrol:
Elizabeth Bennett, Kana City, tey po-zi-

William C. Bridge, Kann&A City,
crSinder breaking pim: John M. Barton.

4k-bita-, trk ear. Lorin Hall. Kw
City, snap hook. WUUaot PL Harretan.
KanM City. Mo., wire rprap A fdly
work: Ncnola Johnson. Mercian. Intro:
Ebenfer McLaae. Galena, knot-pro-

structure for ar: Edward H. Ryan.
k- - owooinig AUwrbrarnf

Tnecufore; O. Sosnmana. Wtncnwter
cfaarch; IVnwo DptUawgle. Morriiun.
animal tan. Aennr B dtagfonL Kiums
City, md iron. Chad ti. WHar. low,
car mpiinr. fnnrim Ii. WUHmmum,
Topeka. roll fmpsr cutter: John A SerlK.
Dottsr City, multiple m&r&sumi trk for
UMmftug and inrmtuc mtAium.

PENSIONS FOR KAKSAWS.
WjaWSftTDV April Ml Fenuinny wr

enarted tW fntlewW Kna. mm- - CHto I
nrrafttf Gmrae VAnXnrCwifaft, Wsm&Uartz
WilUMh Tjaa. jThp.Iw. Ifcfwfat H. .MnJ,

:ihas Edson C. Skinner. Jamestown: Henry
Scott, Topeka: David H. Scott, Independ-ence; Sylvester C. Lyon. CantonrFrcemaRHemngton, Lawrence: William H. Talbot,
Toronto. Increase David P. Marshall,
Arkansas City; James W. Brown. Garden
City: Richard J Huckle. Huckle: John
W. Reynolds, Halstead; Elijah J. Moore,
Emporia: Daniel Hitchcock. Central City,
George W. Bockok. Hatfield Green; Peter
Watson, Independence,

INTERSTATE COMMERCE VIOLA-
TIONS.

Washington. April SO. Senator Cul-lo- m

today reported favorably the bill
introduced by him to authorise tha inter-
state commerce commission to prosecute
inquiries into alleged violations of the law
by means of special agents who .'shall hava
autnority to take testimony and oaths and
send for persons and papers.

A RESPITE FOR MyRDERERS,
Washington. April aa The pres

ident has granted a respite for four wek
in the case of Benjamin Hawkins and
Lewis Williams, under sentence of death
in Washington on May 2, for murder.

IBEE CODf AGS

The Silver Problem Being Shaped to ihat
Conclusion.

WAsniKGTOK. April 550. It looks as
though the senate would pass tho Toller
free coinage bill or something very like it.
When the customs administration bill will
be disposed of the next business on tho cal-
endar to be considered under the order ar
ranged bv the steering commltteo ia the
Jones silver bill. "

The silver men, with the exception of
Mr. Teller, are willing to accept a compro-
mise for the sake of getting some legisla-
tion on the subject through congress and
past the executive, but it now seems in-

evitable that tho matter will come
before the senate in such form that
theJlepublicans of the western status will
have to vote for free coinage, or appear in
a false light before their people If a free
coinage proposition is made in the staialn
it will command the votes of the senators
from Oresron. Nevada, Montana; tho Da-
kotas, Nebraska. Kansas and Minrrcota.
Mr. Stanford, of California; Mr. Evartu,
of New York, and possibly both Mr. Cam-
eron and Mr. Qun. of Pouusylvania
With a few Democrats the senators will
pass a free coinage bill. The western sen-
ators confidently look for this result in the
senate. They expect the hoube to jkuw
the caucus measure, and when both houses
heve acted they will feel free to voto for a
compromise proposition without injuring
their political standing at home.

BUTTERWORTH CALLED HIM A LIAR.
AVashixotox, April .'50 Lewis A." Bode,

of Cincinnati, was before the ballot lo
forgery investigation committee today. He
swore that In 1JS7 he had neon Mr. RutUr
worth in Tim Campbell's aulce talking
over the ballot box business with Camp-
bell and Wood. Mr. Bittterworth was
present at the hearing and ho denounced
t he witness' statement as a Ho. WItmwi
insisted on the correctne. of hU utatu
mont. His examination will bo continued
tomorrow.

SHOT BY HIS WIPE.

A Notorious Criminal Killed in a Memphis
Court Boom.

Memphis, Tcnn., April 80. A fenwt-tion- al

shooting occurred In tho polio
court this morning resulting in tho death
of Jake Ackermnn, a vell known thief,
highmnn and train robber. Ackerman
was nrrested Monday night on a ckartcc of
wife boating. This morning when the
case was called in tho police court tho
prisoner and his wife were standing
side by side Ackerman spoke to
her and at the same time handed
hern written request for wins clothe.
The woman bent her head for ro instant
to hear what he had to nav and tne! with
out warning, drew a revolver from beneath
her cloak and presenting it within 4 few
inches of Ackermau.it abdomen, pulleu the.
trigger. Before any one could realize what
had happened she fired two more abets at
Ackerman, who had fallen to the floor and
was writhing in agony. An hour later he
was dead.

Ackerman was a notorious crook. Ha
ha served In tho panltentUrie of
MisaifcHippi, Kansas and Nebraska
The nutnurous burglaries, .roboorlos and
confidence games he in accredited with are
innumerable At the timo of bis death hn
was wanted at Omaha for the robbary of
MorgauV hilk store,

Mr Aekerman. who maiden name
wh Lizzie Brodenck, couvw from a re
spertable family of Camdun, Mo. She ha
Ix-e- for ears an inmate of various baKoloi
throughout the country but always ituck
to her husband notwithstanding hit cruel
treat ment of her. She killed him, shn viid,
bwaiise she was afraid b would murder
her if he got out.

GUILTY OF CRIMINAL LIBEL.
New York. April . The grand jury

ha just lwinded in ladlctronnUi ajsninst
Joseph Pulitzer. John CockndL J. Cham
hers and Jamw L. t raham, ot th- - N-- w

York World, for criminal libel of
Hilton.

On April 23, Dttnrt Attorney Follows
received lettor from Jndge Hilton calling
his attention to th fcerie of artlolwr
rhargiBg him l Hilton with baring uAru
the Stewart fortune. District Attorney .

Fellows presented the matter to the grand ,
jury ami the indktrnenU "vera returned
today.

HUGE POLITICAL FRAUD6.

CKAGO. III., April o. Tb tuNMiaiion
of the hour in political eirclos is tho dis-
covery by the state's attorney of Uegigan
tic election frauds in the Twaaty-fonrtl- e

ward, the wime ward in which lbs elcfltion
frauds were committed in fM, and in
connection with which Makln w nt
to the penitentiary, in the rtgktrT Ht
the states attorney has dWawrwmf over
Ufty ietitiots name. Five of the m
who votI are undr arrt. Warm fnr
twenty-fiv- e wort are in the hands of tb
oIuccts.
FATAL FIGHT BETWEEN FISHERMEN.

PwtTIJlP. Ore , Anril 3k "& h
rrcd brethat fkptt with rtft took
niace on th Cotaahu river, torty tlb- -

Iron: here, yesterday betrrn nniwn and
nou union JUnrmen. Jark Haymaa vra
killed. Charles Olsm fatally wdL and
( narles wusonsciotiiyitux. twwwbw
wm eaavsl by onion mm trying ta ore
ent non-nnk- nv from nlg slog

tn river. The non-nnin- n men wr tf
lag ash at t coot, which is IA cent below
union ptiem.

KILLED HIS SON AND SUICIDED,
RoCM-jorrm-c Mian.. ArH ttk ttSskard

Sntks. a Grmaa temKr. Hits? aUst
Umx stiiim northwest of tkfecky, Ut ate
bot and kiLWi ate only chlW. a Uf of 4

year. lie thn oonunlttd safcMe by
snooting ntawwlf Uuroaga UMbr4. Sntk
was the m of a Prmwisn noMetn I
hvcrrtav- - was the rvtfzU of JomaKfc ad
ftnnactal trooW.

A PAINTING STOLE,
rgtrjufo. J1L And' -The Waratnc

eotleetKrfi ot piata b on c.ihlliltlaa i-

Uusrita. Ajaoatc wnrks on w
a mti nicUws. --Tb Bjarptefcec. bv
John ltaninKr, of Mori. ria
about f1JA ft mnnA on an m aw
to front of taejoOtorr. aarf ?rtnsr A
soonVaty and rrtarr oauwl
A womna In a Ion eok no ffaa-aata-

U gallery mpfot to ham Uion H.

EDITOR HAAMAW SCNTEMCED.
TuTWA, JCml. AarlJ - Mjww Kar

iaa,paatlruf ta Valley Ft. !r
low vmr Lartiar. win m aaawfai A

ia Um L'aMMt .saoto aV&rirt ontt for
a&as ataias rtJrn throws tW

mrnH nntj 1afoH iooay to nay a L

iSCOaaal nrrafva a Sfcv tt ?


